


Gt soa to popular EES riddah (apostasy) does 
not exclusively mean to go from calling oneself a Muslim to 
calling oneself a Jew, Christian, Hindu, Buddhist or otherwise. In 
reality, there are only two religions. There is the religion of Allah, 
which is Islam, and then the religion of anything else, which is 
kufr. Allah & said, {Verily, the religion according to Allah is Islam} 
[Al ‘Imran: 19], and He said, {And whoever seeks other than Islam 
as a religion, it will never be accepted of him, and he will be among 
the losers in the end} [Al ‘Imran: 85]. So whatever is not Islam is 
not the religion according to Allah and it will never be accepted. 
Rather, it is the religion of losers in the end, which is kufr, as Allah 
said about the kāfirīn, {In the end, they are the losers} [An-Nahl: 
109]. Therefore, anyone who falls into kufr has left Islam, even if 
he claims to be a Muslim. Ibn Hazm said, “There is no religion 
except Islam or kufr; whoever leaves one of them inevitably enters 
the other, as there is nothing in between them” [Al-Fisal]. 

‘The person who calls himself a “Muslim” but unapologetically 
commits blatant kufr is not a munafiq (hypocrite), as some mis- 
takenly claim. Rather, he is a murtadd (apostate). The difference 
between nifaq (hypocrisy) and riddah is that a mundafiq conceals 
his kufr and openly manifests Islam, quickly apologizing if ever his 
cover is blown. The murtadd, on the other hand, openly commits 
his kufr after ascribing to Islam. 
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The Ruling on Riddah 


he ruling of the person who commits riddah is 

that he is killed, unless he repents before he is ap- 
prehended. Allah’s Messenger #? sent Mu adh Ibn Ja- 
bal «& to Yemen to assist Aba. Misa al-Ash’ari «& with 
ruling the people according to the Shari’ah. When he 
arrived at the court assembly, he found there a man 
bound in chains. He asked Abii Missa, “Who is this?” 
He replied, “He was a Jew who accepted Islam and 
then became a Jew again. Sit.” Mu’adh said, “I will 
not sit until he is killed. Such is the judgment of Allah 
and His Messenger! Such is the judgment of Allah and 
His Messenger! Such is the judgment of Allah and His 
Messenger!” So Abii Misa gave the order and he was 
killed [Reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim]. His re- 
peated statement, that “such is the judgment of Allah 
and His Messenger,” is a clear evidence that the ruling 
of one who leaves Islam after he is apprehended is that 
he is killed. 

As for repenting before being caught, then Allah 
said, {Say, “O My slaves, those who have transgressed 
against themselves, do not despair of the mercy of 
Allah. Verily, Allah forgives all sins. Verily, He is the 
Forgiving, the Merciful. And repent to your Lord and 
surrender to Him before the punishment reaches you; 
then you will not be helped”} [Az-Zumar: 53-54]. 
Likewise, and specifically about the apostate, Allah 
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said, {How would Allah guide a people who disbe- 
lieved after they believed, having testified that the 
Messenger is true, and clear evidences reached them, 
and Allah does not guide tyrannical people. Those, 
their reward is that the curse of Allah, the angels, and 
all of mankind is upon them, abiding therein forever. 
The torment does not lessen for them, nor are they 
given respite, except those who repent thereafter and 
correct themselves, for verily Allah is Forgiving, Mer- 
ciful} [Al ‘Imran: 87-89]. It should then be no sur- 
prise that Amirul-Mu’minin Aba Bakr al-Baghdadi 
(hafidhahullah) declared that any of the apostates 
from the sahwat or otherwise who repent to Allah and 
surrender themselves to the Islamic State will be guar- 
anteed amnesty, even if they had killed a million mu- 
jahidin. But those who are caught before they repent, 
then there is no amnesty for them and theirs shall be a 
painful — and fatal — punishment. 


Historical Examples 


Dz the life and mission of the Prophet $}, 
the issue of riddah arose on a few occasions. The 
most famous case was that of the ‘Ukli—‘Urani apos- 
tates. Some men from the tribes of “Ukl and ‘Uraynah 
came to al-Madinah, entered upon the Prophet $, 
and announced their Islam. They then said to him, 
“O Prophet of Allah! We are a people of livestock, 
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not a people of agriculture,” complaining of an illness 
they contracted in al-Madinah. So Allah’s Messenger 
#2. ordered for them camels and a herdsman, and he 
ordered them to leave the city limits to drink the cam- 
els’ milk and urine (for its medicinal properties). They 
set out, but when they came to the edge of the volca- 
nic rock field, they apostatized after having declared 
their Islam, killed the Prophet’s herdsman, and rode 
off with the camels. The news reached the Prophet 
$, so he sent trackers to find them. After they were 
found, he ordered that their eyes be gouged out with 
iron nails, their hands and feet be cut off, and they 
be left atop the volcanic rock field begging for water, 
which they would not be given, until they died in that 
condition [Reported by al-Bukhārī and Muslim from 
Anas Ibn Malik]. 

Another case in that blessed time was that of Ibn 
Khatal. When Allahs Messenger $ entered Mak- 
kah during its conquest, a man came to him and 
informed him that Ibn Khatal was clinging to the 
drapery covering the Kabah (a gesture symbolizing 
his seeking amnesty from the Muslims by appeal- 
ing to their reverence of the Haram), so he > said, 
“Kill him” [Reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim from 
Anas Ibn Malik]. Regarding the conquest of Makkah, 
Ibn Hazm wrote, “The Prophet # gave security to 
the people (of Makkah) except for ‘Abdul-“Uzza Ibn 
Khatal, ‘Abdullah Ibn Sad Ibn Abi Sarh, [and some 
others]. As for Ibn Khatal — and he is from the clan 
of Taym al-Adram Ibn Ghalib (of Quraysh); he de- 
clared his Islam and was sent by the Prophet # with 
another man to collect zakah; he killed the man and 
committed riddah, rejoining the mushrikin — then 
he was found on the Day of al-Fath clinging to the 
drapery covering the Ka’bah, so Said Ibn Hurayth al- 
Makhzimi and Abi Barzah al-Aslami killed him [by 
order of the Prophet #3]. As for ‘Abdullah Ibn Sad 
Ibn Abi Sarh [al-Qurashi], then he was previously a 
scribe for Allah’s Messenger # [after having accepted 
Islam], but later fled back to Makkah and went into 
hiding [having apostatized]. “Uthman Ibn ‘Affan, who 
was his brother through nursing, brought him to the 
Messenger of Allah $ and sought security for him. 
He # remained quiet for some time, then gave him 
security and accepted his bay’ah. When he left, Allah’s 
Messenger said to his companions, “Could one of you 
not have stood and struck his neck’ [i.e. during the 
moment of silence]? So one of the Ansar said, “Why 
did you not signal (with your eyes) for one of us to do 
so?’ He replied, ‘It is not for a prophet to deceive with 
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his eyes” [Jawami’ as-Sirah]. 

So here you have Ibn Khatal who, though he sought 
protection in the most sanctified place on earth, was 
given no respite for his crime of apostasy. Likewise, 
the case of Ibn Abi Sarh shows that the Prophet $ 
wanted him to be executed, as he remained silent hop- 
ing one of his companions would strike his neck; and 
he only gave him respite when none of them did so. 
‘There are other examples of Allah’s Messenger # kill- 
ing apostates, like Miqyas Ibn Subabah, so this ruling 
is clearly established in the Sunnah. 

After the passing of the Prophet $, Arabs from 
various tribes fell into apostasy. The central issue was 
not that they returned to worshiping idols, nor that 
they stopped praying. In fact, most of them kept call- 
ing themselves “Muslims” and upheld most aspects of 
the Sharrah. However, they resisted with force a single 
part of Islam, namely the pillar of paying zakāh. Thus, 
they believed in part of the Book and disbelieved in 
another part. Allah said, {So do you believe in part 
of the Book and disbelieve in part? What then is the 
reward for those of you who do that except disgrace in 
this life, and on the Day of Resurrection they will be 
returned to the severest of punishment. And Allah is 
not unaware of what you do} [Al-Baqarah: 85]. When 
these Arabs vowed to not pay zakāh, the khalīfah of 
Allahs Messenger, Abū Bakr as-Siddīq #4% vowed to 
fight them. Abū Hurayrah narrated, “When Al- 
lahs Messenger # passed away, Abū Bakr was made 
his khalīfah and some of the Arabs committed kufr. 
‘Umar said to Abii Bakr, “How will you fight the peo- 
ple after Allah’s Messenger # said, ‘I have been com- 
manded to fight the people until they say, “La ilaha il- 
lallah;’ and whoever says, ‘La ilaha illallah, has guarded 
his wealth and life from me, except by due right, and 
his account is up to Allah.” Abū Bakr replied, ‘By Al- 
lah, I will fight whoever differentiates between prayer 
and zakah, as zakah is the right of wealth. By Allah, if 
they keep an ‘anaq [a female goat not yet one year old] 
from me which they used to pay to Allah’s Messenger 
&, I will fight them over it.’ “Umar said, “By Allah, I 
saw that Allah had prepared Abi Bakt’s heart for war, 
so I knew it was the truth” [Reported by al-Bukhari 
and Muslim]. Other groups of apostates among the 
Arabs, while still claiming to accept the prophethood 
of Allah’s Messenger #», alleged the existence of other 
prophets after him, like Musaylimah, Sajah, and Tu- 
layhah; so despite calling themselves “Muslims” and 
accepting most of the revelation from Allah to His 
Messenger, their blood became halal and killing them 


became wajib. Thus, the Hurtb ar-Riddah (Wars of 
Apostasy) were fought and were even given prece- 
dence over fighting the mushrikin of Rome and Per- 
sia. It is also known that the kufr of apostasy is worse, 
by consensus, than original kufr. As such, fighting the 
apostates takes priority over fighting the original kafir. 

Others of the Rightly-Guided Khulafa’ were no 
less severe with murtaddin. ‘Ikrimah narrated that ‘Ali 
Ibn Abi Talib burned (to death) some men who 
apostatized from Islam, which reached Ibn ‘Abbas es, 
who said, “If it were me, I would have killed them 
due to the saying of Allah’s Messenger #}, “Whoever 
changes his religion, then kill him, but I would not 
burn them, due to the saying of Allah’s Messenger &, 
‘Do not punish with Allah’s punishment.’”! [Reported 
by al-Bukhari]. It is also reported that al-Mustawrid 
Ibn Qabisah left Islam, became a Christian, and was 
brought to ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib, who said to him, “What 
is this I was told about you?” He said, “What is it you 
were told about me?” ‘Ali replied, “I was told that you 
became a Christian.” Al-Mustawrid said, “I am upon 
the religion of al-Masih,” to which ‘Ali said, “And I am 


1 That is, to punish a person by burning is in general not al- 
lowed. However, punishing a criminal who burned others is a 
matter of qisas [retaliation], which is permitted by the Shariah. 
The Salaf also burned apostates whose apostasy was severe as a 
deterrent for others. For further explanation, see Dabiq, issue 7, 
“The Burning of the Murtadd Pilot.” 
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upon the religion of al-Masih. What do you say about 
him?” Al-Mustawrid said, “Al-Masih is my Lord.” ‘Ali 
then ordered those present to stomp on him, which 
they did until he died [Reported by ad-Daraqutni]. 
Another man, a Christian who accepted Islam and 
then apostatized, was brought to ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib, 
who then ordered the apostate’s neck be struck [Re- 
ported by ‘Abdur-Razzaq as-Sarani]. 

The death penalty for apostates did not end with 
the khulafa@ from the Sahabah. Consider al-Husayn 
Ibn Mansur, famously known as al-Hallaj, who ad- 
opted extreme deviations that led him to proclaim 
his own divinity. In 309AH, the ‘Abbasi Khalifah 
al-Muqtadir ordered him arrested, imprisoned, beat- 
en, tortured, dismembered, and beheaded. His body 
was burned to ash, which was then cast into the river 
Dijlah, and his head was posted on Baghdad Bridge 
for all to see. 

In 406AH, the Asharī teacher Ibn Fūrak met 
his end for declaring that the Messenger of Allah $ 
ceased being a messenger at his death, and that his 
soul became void and vanished; thus negating half of 
the shahadah. Likely to avoid public outcry by the in- 
creasingly ignorant masses who did not understand 
the depth of Ibn Farak’s deviance, the emir Mahmid 
Ibn Subuktikin poisoned him to death as he jour- 
neyed from Ghaznah back to his home in Naysabii. 
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Mentioning those who denied the eternal status of the 
Prophet’ risalah, Ibn Hazm said, “Over this issue, the 
emir Mahmid Ibn Subuktikin, the mawla of Amirul- 
Mu'minin and chief of Khurasan 2&, killed Ibn Farak, 
the shaykh of the Ash’ariyyah. May Allah generous- 
ly reward Mahmid for that, and may He curse Ibn 
Farak and his supporters and followers” [Al-Fisal]. 
After the fall of the Khilafah hundreds of years 
ago, the Shari'ah was no longer applied in its com- 
pleteness. Aspects of kufr crept into Muslim lands 
by way of Safi and Rafidi infiltration. Grave-worship 
became widespread and the authority of Allah was 
challenged by Turkish, Persian, and even Arab kings. 
People like the Sifis Ibn ‘Arabi, who pantheistically 
claimed that Allah is everything and that everything 
is Allah, and Ibn Sab’in, who criticized Allah’s Mes- 
senger “} for saying, “There is no prophet after me” 
[Reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim from Aba Hu- 
rayrah], were left untouched by the rulers of Muslim 
lands, while genuine scholars of Islam — like Ibn Tay- 
miyyah and Ibn al-Burhan? — were imprisoned. for 
defending the religion. Even later, those who called 
for a full return to Islamic rule and a pure creed were 
labeled “Khawarij” and fought by so-called “Muslim” 
leaders. The penalty for apostasy was thus left unap- 
plied in many cases, until the revival of the Khilafah 
by the grace of Allah, then through the efforts of the 


Islamic State. 
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en powered by a sound ‘aqidah, and thus with 

Allah as their only ally and protector, the Mus- 

lim Ummah achieved feats of which no other nation 
could have ever dreamed. By the time of the death of 
Allah’s Messenger #}, the tribes of Arabia were almost 
completely united with all traces of idolatry in the 
region virtually erased, a phenomenon unknown to 
historians before that time. Within decades, the im- 
poverished and malnourished few thousand herders, 
date palm farmers, and trading travelers — the greatest, 
most knowledgeable, and most pious generations of 
the Ummah — plowed through the Roman and Per- 
sian empires to become literal masters of lands and 
people from the Iberian Peninsula to the Himalayas. 
The driving force was not wealth; nor the establish- 
ment of personal or tribal power; it had nothing to do 


2 Ibn al-Burhān was a scholar who was born in 754AH and 
died in 808AH, who became famous for his opposition to Mam- 
lūk rule, insisting on installing a Qurashī imām. 


ARTICLE 





The murtadd Hamza Yusuf 


with the world that was to be conquered. Instead, it 
was the Akhirah — the life yet lived — that pushed the 
Muslims to their limits in order to please their Lord, 
the Creator, the Master of the Universe; for the life 
of this world, even at the height of its splendor and 
pleasantries, will always be the believer’s prison. 
While the Crusaders have been the most apparent 
adversary of the Muslims for the past thousand years, 
one must never forget the original enemy of Islam and 
its nation. Shaytan, through his cunning and experi- 
ence with kufr, has always tried to infiltrate the Um- 
mah. By his whispers and insinuations, he backed the 
Murji’ah, the Qadariyyah, the Rafidah, and the Safi- 
yyah. Recall that it was Iblis who, even after his fall, 
accepted that Allah is his Creator, his Lord, the One 
who extends life and postpones death, even believing 
in the Day of Resurrection, and in the might of Al- 
lah and the obligation of sincerely worshiping Him 
Alone; and he never called himself a Jew or a Chris- 
tian. Allah described Iblis as saying, {“You created me 
from fire and You created him from clay”} [Al-A’raf: 
12], and, {He said, “My Lord! Then give me respite 
until the day they are resurrected} [Sad: 79], and, 
{He said, “Then by Your Might, I shall tempt them all, 


except Your sincere worshipers among them”} [Sad: 





The murtadd Suhaib Webb 


82-83]. Despite all of this acceptance, he disbelieved 
when he rejected a single commandment of his Lord. 
He learned all too well that to misguide Muslims, he 
need not make them change their names or reject the 
religion as a whole — a single ruling is sufficient — and 
only the sincere worshipers among them, those who 
submit completely to Allah, would be safe. 

Having allied with Shaytan, the crusader nations 
have also learned this trick. And they found no better 
way to achieve this goal than through infiltrating the 
Ummah by using the hypocrites and murtaddin to 
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their advantage, to use them against 
actual Muslims to alter their beliefs 
and aspirations for the Akhirah. By 
causing them to fall into kufr, even 
by rejecting a single commandment 
of Allah, they have ensured that these 
former Muslims leave the alliance 
with their Lord and stumble into the 
ranks of Shaytan and his troops. As 
such, the Ummah is weakened and its 
enemies are reinforced. 

This past century saw a surge in 
migrations from historically Mus- 
lim-majority lands to mushrik-major- 
ity countries, especially in the West. 
Instead of seeking Allah’s pleasure by 
waging defensive jihad in their own 
lands against the nearer apostate ene- 
mies, the immigrants sought comfort 
in this worldly life by residing peacefully in the lands 
of Islam’s oldest enemies. As a result of their negli- 
gence towards their obligations and their exposure to 
Western kufr, their identity was altered. Their children 
learned the values and beliefs of their new homelands. 
The kufr of liberalism and democracy was instilled 
and a new breed of “scholars” was born, becoming a 
major part of the Wests very own imāms of kufr. 

Feeding off the centuries-old divisions of the Um- 
mah, these venomous imāms have maintained their 
disunity over Islam while uniting upon Western inter- 
ests. They are found spouting Sūfi and “Salafi” slogans, 
calling to their madhahib and “‘ulama’,” yet reinter- 
preting anything the scholars that even they recognize 
said about the concepts of tawhid, jihad, wala, and 
bara to make them compatible with Western ideolo- 
gy. Though their kufr was apparent to those who rec- 
ognized it years ago, they became even more ardent 
and blatant defenders of the crusaders after the Khila- 
fah was reestablished, uniting with their cross-bearing 
allies in the global war against the Islamic State, the 
only true bastion of Shar?ah rule on earth. 

Of the Siifi so-called “mainstream,” and perhaps 
the pinnacle of apostasy in Americanist Islam, is Ham- 
za Yusuf. Using his credentials as a veteran “student of 
knowledge” who traveled throughout West Africa and 
the Middle East, studying under various Sifi-taqlidi 
teachers, he has established himself a following, filling 
heads with opinions based on half-truths and false in- 
terpretations and using semantic oratory more akin to 
sorcery through wordy “eloquence” than actual tradi- 
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tional education (as he claims to endorse). It is as Al- 
lah’s Messenger > said, “Verily from eloquence comes 
sorcery” [Reported by al-Bukhari from Ibn ‘Umar and 
Muslim from ‘Ammar Ibn Yasir], i.e. an orator may 
sound intelligent when he is really misguiding people 
with his fancy use of words. 

Praising the constitution of the United States and 
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its protection of “freedoms,” Hamza Yusuf recently 
said, “I believe in American exceptionalism,” which 
is basically the concept that the US is a superior na- 
tion and should lead the world by its example. It is 
not surprising then that he was invited to the White 
House after the September 11th attacks, becoming 
an advisor to Bush on the war against Muslims, thus 
becoming a crusader himself. Allah & said, {O you 
who believe! Do not take the Jews and the Christians 
as awliya’; they are awliya to one another. And who- 
ever of you takes them as awliya’, then he is of them} 
[Al-M@idah: 51]. At-Tabari commented on this ayah, 
saying, “It means that whoever allies with the Jews 
and the Christians instead of the believers, then he 
is one of them. So whoever allies with them and sup- 
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ports them against the believers, he is actually from 
their religion and their community” [At-Tafsir]. 

On perhaps the other end of the “Safi main- 
stream” spectrum, there is the joke of al-Azhar, Suhaib 
Webb — also called “Imam Will” — who has spent his 
career making a name for and a fool of himself as the 
all-American imam. Adopting a Southern inner-city 
accent sprinkled with 
thug life vocabulary and 
the latest pop culture ref- 
erences when addressing 
young crowds, he is quick 
to switch to an ordinary 
voice when speaking to 
CNN and other media 
outlets. A clown in most 
senses of the word, he has 
surprisingly gathered a 
following and is seen by 
many crusader support- 
ers as an important tool 
for taming Muslim youth 
in the West. 

Responding to the 
tāghūt Barack Obama 
wishing Muslims a bless- 
ed Ramadan, Suhaib 
Webb tweeted, “Obama 
makes me proud. Thank 
you, Mr. President.” 
Does this “imam” tru- 
ly feel honored through 
his kafir leader? Does he 
not know that Allah said, 
{Inform the hypocrites 
that theirs is a painful torment; those who take the 
disbelievers as allies instead of the believers. Do they 
seek honor with them? For verily all honor belongs to 
Allah} [An-Nisa@: 138-139]? Knowing this and that he 
admires the secularist US Constitution and does not 
oppose sodomite marriage, it should be easy to grasp 
that he is nothing but another murtadd imam of kufr. 

The Syrian Sufi and ally to the United Kingdom, 
Muhammad al-Yaqoubi, said in an interview, “No Is- 
lamic government is in a state of war with the UK; 
they all have diplomatic relations,” considering the 
UN-member states whose murtadd regimes claim 
to be “Islamic,” even though they are wrought with 
laws based on kufr and support the crusaders against 
the Muslims. He continued, “Therefore, any attack 


against UK citizens or interests would be deemed as 
un-Islamic and illegal in the Shari’a,” so any attack 
against the interests of the taghitt government — and 
what interest of theirs is greater than spreading their 
kufr — is un-Islamic and illegal according to al-Yaqou- 
bi. He prefaced these statements by saying, “Animos- 
ity against a state cannot be declared by individuals 
or groups.” Animosity, which basically means enmity 
(‘adawah) and hatred (baghda), is the foundation of 
a Muslim’s policy with all disbelievers. Allah said, {In- 
deed you have a good example in Ibrahim and those 
with him, when they said to their people, “Verily we 
are innocent of you and what you worship other than 
Allah. We reject you and there has come between us 
and you enmity and hatred forever, until you believe 
in Allah alone”} [Al-Mumtahanah: 4]. Ibrahim and 
those with him, i.e. an individual and his group, de- 
clared their hatred and enmity, i.e. their animosity, to 
their people, which consisted of the governing elders 
of their community, i.e. a state. That is a good exam- 
ple for Muslims, not the deceptions of al-Yaqoubi. 
Other Sūfi leaders in the West are no different, 
if not worse in some respects; like Hisham Kabbani, 
the founder of the Naqshbandi-Haqqani Sufi Order 
of America, who carries the teachings of his dead 
master Nazim al-Haqqani, an extreme Jahmī Mur- 
ji, meaning he has no actual recognition of kufr or 
of making bara from the 
kuffar. Instead, he and his 
minions are quick to ally 
with any taghtt who will 
allow them to spread their 
message and take the wealth 
of ignorant people to pay 
off their extravagance. He 
wrote a 20-odd page “fatwa” 
about the meaning of jihad, 
which was translated into 
Arabic and distributed by 
US troops to civilians in 
Iraq in order to sway them 
from fighting for the cause 
of Allah. The likes of Kab- 
bani are clearly described by 
Allah in His saying, {O you 
who believe! Verily many of 
the scribes and ascetics do 
consume the wealth of the 
people for falsehood, avert- 
ing from the cause of Al- 


lah. And those who horde gold and silver and do not 
spend it for the cause of Allah, then inform them of a 
painful torment} [At-Tawbah: 34]. 

On the “Salafi” side, and no less dangerous, there 
are also a number of callers to the gates of Jahannam. 
Not very different from their Safi counterparts, these 
evil scholars take and twist the statements of the early 
‘ulama’ — let alone ayat and ahadith — to fit their apos- 
tatical version of the religion. Often quoting Ibn Tay- 
miyyah, Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, and even — though 
lately less often — Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab, 
they hypocritically project themselves as firm follow- 
ers upon the way of the Salaf. 

In reference to those apostates who support dis- 
believers against Muslims, Ibn Taymiyyah said, “The 
Muslim who made apostasy regarding only a few rules 
of the religion is worse than a kafir who has yet to even 
embrace those rules. It is like those who refused to pay 
zakah and others whom as-Siddiq fought. It makes 
no difference whether such a person is a student of 
figh, an adherent of Sufism, a businessman, a scribe, 
or otherwise. All of them would still be worse than the 
Turkic tribes? who have yet to enter the religion and 
continue to attack Islam. Actually, Muslims find more 
harm from the [apostate] people than from those 


3 In the time and place of Ibn Taymiyyah, the main enemy to 
the Muslims were from tribes of Turkic origin. 
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who, when they do convert, submit to 
Islam and its laws, being more obedient 
to Allah and His Messenger than those 
who turned away from a part of the re- 
ligion, while remaining hypocrites in 
another part, even if they claim to have 
knowledge and to be religious” [Majmi’ 
al-Fatawa]. 

Ibn al-Qayyim said, “Allah has 
ruled — and nothing is better than His 
rule — that whoever takes the Jews and 
the Christians as awliya’, then he is one 
of them. {And whoever of you takes 
them as awliya, then he is of them} [Al- 
Maidah: 51]. So if they are their awliya’ 
according to the text of the Qur'an, then 
they have the same general ruling. The 
only difference is that whoever takes them as awliya’ 
and enters their religion after adhering to Islam, then 
he is not left alone and the jizyah is not accepted from 
him. Rather, he must choose between Islam and the 
sword, as he is a murtadd textually and by consensus” 
[Ahkam Ahlidh-Dhimmah]. 

Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab said, “Know that 
the evidences for making takfir of the seemingly up- 
right Muslim who commits shirk or sides with the 
mushrikin against the muwahhidin, even if he does 
not commit shirk, are too numerous to mention, as 
found in the speech of Allah, the speech of His Mes- 
senger, and the speech of all people of knowledge” 
[Ad-Durar As-Saniyyah]. 

Australia’s Tawfique Chowdhury is a prime ex- 
ample of the new “Salafi’-crusader trend. In late 
1429AH, he delivered a speech entitled, “Muslim 
Scholars: West’s Natural Allies in Fighting Scourge of 
Terrorism.” Aside from the blatant reference to taking 
the West (i.e. the crusaders) as allies against terrorists 
(ie. Muslims), Tawfique proudly admitted that the 
speech was delivered to no other than a gathering of 
Britain’s “top anti-terrorism chiefs and prevention of 
extremism experts.” Allah said, {Believers must not 
take disbelievers as allies against believers, and who- 
ever does that has nothing at all to do with Allah} [Al 
‘Imran: 28]. At-Tabari explained that this means, “He 
is innocent of Allah and Allah is innocent of him, due 
to his apostasy and entering into kufr.” 

Yasir Qadhi, the “Salafi?-turned-“Revivalist” 
spokesman for Western society who has called upon 


his followers to cooperate with kafir law enforcement 
officers, published an article he called, “A Proud, 
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Patriotic, Shariah Practicing American.” Like other 
writings and speeches, Yasir emphasizes his love for 
the United States and his disavowal of anything and 
anyone who is against American ideals. He says, “The 
Constitution of my homeland — the United States of 
America — mandates the separation of church and 
state. My fellow American Muslims and I understand, 
appreciate and fully support that mandate.” He clos- 
es, pleading to US lawmakers, asking, “that we be al- 
lowed to live under the laws of the land.” Allah & 
said, {Is it the law of jahiliyyah they want? And who is 
better than Allah in judgment for a people of certain- 
ty?} [Al-M@idah: 50]. 

His Saudi-ally friend and colleague, Waleed 
Basyouni, has declared traveling to Syria to fight for 
the cause of Allah as impermissible, thus making 
haram what Allah deemed wajib (obligatory). Jamai- 
can ally to Canada, Bilal Philips, has — like the rest of 
the apostates mentioned herein — twisted and altered 
the meanings of the clear ayat and ahadith to call Mus- 
lims away from jihad, claiming any group that fights 
against the tawaghit and crusaders to be “Khawarij.” 
He insists instead that Muslims use already in-place 
taghitt government institutions to seek “Islamic” 
change. Another Canadian, Abdullah Hakim Quick 
has defended his nation and expressed his remorse for 
the Canadian soldiers killed by Muslims. 

All of the above have focused their alliance with 
the tawaghit on the war against the Islamic State. 
Knowing that any success in toppling the Islamic 
State undoubtedly results in the Shar?ah being sup- 
planted and replaced by laws of kufr, fighting against 
the Islamic State is tantamount to kufr itself — as even 


the bughat* are nowhere to be found. What then of 
someone who allies with the kuffar to attack the only 
true Muslim government on earth? It is established 
that the one who supports a murderer to kill his vic- 
tim is held equally responsible for the crime. It is like 
Ibn Taymiyyah said, “If the Salaf would call those who 
refused to pay zakāh apostates, while they fasted and 
prayed and did not fight against the Muslim body, 
then how about one who joins the enemies of Allah 
and His Messenger in killing the Muslims?!” [Majmi’ 
al-Fatawa]. 

Then there are the claimants to the “Salafi-Jihad?” 
methodology, among whom is London-based Abi 
Basir at-Tartisi. At the Islamic State announcement 
of expansion to Sham, and the subsequent betrayal of 
Jawlani, an insight on the actual methodology of Aba 
Basir became clear. In response to the announcement, 
one of his major complaints of its consequences was 
that after all the sacrifice the Syrians made in their 
very own “revolution,” an Iraqi would lead the Syri- 
an people. Other than his nationalism and ignoring 
the rule of the Iraqi ‘Abbasi Khilafah for centuries in 
Sham, he had also made a call to stop fighting the 
murtaddin in Yemen to preserve the nationalist revo- 
lution, and called on mujahidin in Libya to hand over 
their arms to the new taghit government which he 
considered legitimate. He even supported voting in 
the shirki presidential elections of Egypt! 

Lastly, one must not overlook the overt crusaders, 
those who dont even wear the cloak of dawah, but 
instead directly involve themselves in politics and en- 
forcing the laws of kufr, like (in the US) Mohamed 
Elibiary, Arif Alikhan, Rashad Hussain, Keith Fllison, 
Huma Abedin, etc. and (in the UK) Muhammad 
Abdul Bari, Sayeeda Warsi, Waqar Azmi, Sajid Javid, 
Ajmal Masroor, and other politically active apostates. 


Conclusion 


ow can Muslims living in the West who claim to 
have surrendered themselves to Allah, complete- 
ly accepting His rule alone, stand idly as these imāms 
of kufr continue to spread their poison from atop 
their pulpits? How can these imāms of kufr remain 
under the protection of Allah’s enemies, while His sol- 


4 Bughat are Muslims who fight against the legitimate Mus- 
lim authority. If they however support the original kuffar or the 
apostates against the Muslims or resist implementation of the 
laws of the Shari'ah, they are not bughat but rather apostates, as 
was the case of the so-called “Islamic” factions in Sham. 


diers can walk easily amongst them? How, when Allah 
said, {And if they break their oaths after their cov- 
enant and defame your religion, then fight the imams 
of kufr! Indeed, they shall have no oaths [of safety], 
that they might stop} [At-Tawbah: 12]. 

How, knowing that the apostates have joined the 
party of Shaytan, fighting — even if by their words — 
for the cause of taghiit? This does not harm the party 
of Allah in any way; in fact, the sunnah of Allah is that 
through this apostasy, He shall bring forth men whom 
He loves and who love Him to fight for His cause. He 
said, {O you who believe! Whoever of you apostatiz- 
es from his religion, then Allah shall bring forth men 
whom He loves and who love Him, humble to the be- 
lievers, mighty against the disbelievers, waging jihad 
for the cause of Allah and not fearing the blame of 
any blamer} [Al-M@idah: 54]. And just as Allah said, 
{O, verily the party of Shaytan, they are the losers} 
[Al-Mujadilah: 19], He also said, {O, verily the party 
of Allah, they are the winners} [Al-Mujadilah: 22]. 

The two camps have continuously become more 
distinct. Those who support the word of kufr on one 
side and the supporters of Allah’s word on the other. 
In this clouded time, each Muslim must be careful 
and be sure to be in the right camp. It is truly a grace 
from Allah upon this ummah that He gave us clear 
guidance as to where we can find the camp of truth. 
He said, {The believers are only those who believe in 
Allah and His Messenger and then they do not doubt, 
and they wage jihad with their wealth and their selves 
for the cause of Allah; these, they are the truthful} 
[Al-Hujurat: 15]. And He ordered, {O you who be- 
lieve! Fear Allah and be with the truthful} [At-Taw- 
bah: 119]. 

So one must take his eyes off those who sit back 
from waging jihad for the cause of Allah, which means 
for the establishment of Allah’s rule on earth, and look 
to those who fulfill the words of Allah, {Those who, if 
we situate them firmly in the land, they establish the 
prayer, give the zakah, command virtue, and forbid 
vice; and to Allah belongs the end of all affairs} [Al- 
Hajj: 41]. One must either take the journey to dar 
al-Islam, joining the ranks of the mujahidin therein, 
or wage jihad by himself with the resources available 
to him (knives, guns, explosives, etc.) to kill the cru- 
saders and other disbelievers and apostates, including 
the imams of kufr, to make an example of them, as 
all of them are valid — rather, obligatory — targets ac- 
cording to the Sharfah, except for those who openly 
repent from kufr before they are apprehended. 


DABIQ. 


